


It seems like a bit of a leap, in the world of watchmaking. For horological history, you need to 
go to Switzerland, right? Lancashire hasn’t much to speak of besides the Satanic Mills and the 
fact that Gandhi visited back in the 30’s, neither of which are very horological. Gandhi didn’t 
even wear a watch.

But in 1889, the Lancashire Watch Company was established in the town of Prescot. It was 
one of the first English factories to combine every aspect of the manufacturing of a watch 
under one roof, after most individual workshops in the town had been forced to close.

The company produced a massive range of watches, from high-quality gold-cased ladies’ 
watches, to cheaper metal pocket watches. Unfortunately, the range of movements they 
produced was too varied to be cost effective, and the company closed in 1911. During its 21 
years, an estimated 400,000 watches were produced there.

If there’s one thing to be learned from the Lancashire Watch Company, it’s that the most 
important thing for a watchmaker is to be able to cover everything yourself.

Ian Walsh has been a qualified watchmaker for over 30 years. He began studying horology 
as an apprentice at the age of 13, eventually training at the iconic Manchester School of 
Horology to receive a British Horological Institute qualification. After eight years of working at 
TAG Heuer, Ian established himself as a name in the watch industry, setting up a repair and 
service business before founding IWI Watches in 2006.

In 2016, Ian established a daughter company: Watches of Lancashire; to focus on the pre-
owned modern and vintage watch market. Watches of Lancashire has a range of pre-owned 
luxury timepieces for sale online, or via jewellers in the North West. Ian uses his decades of 
experience to ensure that each watch up for sale is properly serviced and kept to the highest 
possible standard.

Geneva. Bienne. Lancashire.







This book began life as an idea for a sort of ‘printed showroom’. 
We operate entirely out of our workshop, so it’s difficult for us to 
offer a potential customer a good look at our stock - we keep all 
our watches securely hidden away in safes.

So we decided instead to take some really great images of our 
favourite watches, and collect them in a book like this one. We 
included some shots of the workshop, and a little 
bit of information to contextualize the images. We 
thought it’d be nice to give the book out for people 
to look at. It wasn’t entirely dissimilar to an Argos 
catalogue.

Somewhere down the line we 
decided the book should be 
more permanent than a simple 
catalogue of stock. It was about 
the watches we loved, and why 
we loved them. It was about 
what we do as watchmakers. We wanted it to be enjoyable to 
look through; interesting to read.

So the version you’re reading now is what we tried to make with 
that in mind. It has a little bit about us, and our workshop. It has 
an in-depth look at what goes on while we’re servicing a watch. 
After that are some articles on Watches of Interest, and the stories 
behind them. We’ve also included a bit about our Motorsport 
sponsorship, and a guide to using your watch’s serial number to 
date it.

We really think you’ll enjoy this 
book. It’s still a ‘printed showroom’, 
but where our initial idea was akin 
to looking around that showroom by 
yourself, this one has something like 
a tour guide, to hopefully make it a 
bit more interesting.

Letter from the Editor





THE WORKSHOP





 The workshop is tucked away in Darwen, Lancashire, and contains everything we 
might need to service, refurbish, or otherwise work on a watch. It’s spacious enough for our 
small team, with a lot of personal touches dotted about on the walls. With the security systems, 
cameras, and safes, it’s probably the most secure building in town, if you ignore the banks.

The Workshop





We offer a variety of 
services: From simple 
battery replacements for 
quartz watches, to full services, polishing of cases 
& bracelets, dial & hand restoration, and even 
sourcing parts for obsolete movements.

We also offer a variety of straps, including custom, 
made-to-order ones. We’re also an official stockist 
of Hirsch brand straps, 
and we can source official 
branded straps.





SERVICING A WATCH



The servicing of a watch can seem somewhat oblique and esoteric to the uninitiated. There’s 
truth to this; it’s a complex and highly-involved process that requires patience, organisation, 
and a great deal of training and experience – but it’s not some closely-guarded secret process 
that watchmakers don’t want made public. It’s difficult, but fortunately not too difficult to 
explain.

The first step is obviously to take the watch’s case back off. There’s a variety of tools you 
can use to get this done based on the brand and model of the watch, ranging from a simple 
flat blade to a unique dye cast tool designed to properly grip the case. It’s hugely important 
for any professional watchmaker to use and maintain proper tools – it’s necessary to keep 
screwdrivers sharp, for example, to keep from stripping screws in the movement. It’s very easy 
to tell if a watch has been worked on by someone without the requisite experience.

The movement is removed from the case, and the first part of disassembly is to take off the 
hands. Next, we remove the dial, then any calendar work. After that, we remove automatic 
mechanisms on the movement and let the watch’s power run out; letting the mainspring back 
to rest. We can then remove the barrel bridge, the mainspring from the barrel, then the train 
– leaving the escapement still attached to the movement for safety while cleaning, as it’s very 
fragile.

The ultrasonic cleaning machine cycles through multiple stages – in this case, two cleaning 
solutions, two rinses, and then drying. The machine uses ultrasound to agitate the solutions, 
producing strong forces that break up any contaminants; usually dust and dirt, but sometimes 
rust or other materials. The process is fully automated and takes around 45 minutes.

After the parts are fully cleaned, they’re ready for reassembly. It’s usually at this point that we 

Servicing a Watch: Behind the Scenes
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identify any parts that need to be changed due to wear etc. as it’s much easier to inspect them 
properly with all the muck cleaned away. We use only genuine Swiss parts when working on 
a watch, so depending on the part – especially with old or obsolete movements – it can be a 
challenge to source.

This is a major reason for the difference in prices between an independent watchmaker service 
and the service the watch’s manufacturer will offer – most manufacturers will replace many 
parts of the movement as a matter of protocol, even if it isn’t necessary.

A major part of the reassembly process is oiling the jewels, pivots, and any other contact 
points on the watch. Obviously, wherever parts in the watch are in contact with others, there’ll 
be abrasion – which is why jewels are used to reduce wear, as they’re stronger than metal, 
with low friction – and proper lubrication is crucial to prolong the watch’s life.

With the movement properly oiled, it’s ready to be put on the timing machine. The movement 
is attached to a microphone on the machine, which measures the beats coming from the 
movement. By analysing this, the timing machine works out the watch’s amplitude – how 
many degrees the balance wheel is swinging; so a higher amplitude means smoother motion 
– and how many seconds the watch is losing or gaining, to test if it’s within the recommended 
tolerance. If it’s outside the recommended tolerance, this can be rectified by adjusting the 
regulating lever, to shorten or lengthen the amount of the hairspring that’s in use.

The machine measures a watch’s beats per hour. Every movement will have a standard range 
of beats per hour that it should fall within if working correctly – most high-end watches today 
beat at a frequency of 28,800 BPH, which is around 8 ticks a second. Generally, the older a 
watch is, the fewer its beats per hour. The higher a watch’s BPH, the more friction within the 
movement – so higher BPH movements need higher quality parts and better lubricants.
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Once the movement is within its tolerance, it can have its dial and hands refitted, leaving it 
ready to be put back into its case.

If we’re refurbishing the watch case, this can require a variety of machines. We have four 
polishing machines onsite depending on the level of polish required, from taking out individual 
scratches on a case with the smallest mop wheel, to polishing an entire bracelet at once with 
the heavy duty one. We use a lapping machine for polishing any pieces that are flat, such as 
case backs. Next to the polishing machines is a bead-blasting cabinet, meaning we’re able to 
apply a matte finish if necessary. 

After all this, the movement can be fitted back into the watch’s case, and put in the pressure 
testers to check it’s waterproof. We use a dry pressure tester which can test up to 10 bars 
of pressure, and a water pressure tester which tests up to 20 bars. If the watch passes the 
pressure check, we can set it to the correct time and leave it on test – usually for around 
seven days, in different positions – to make sure we don’t send out any work that isn’t up to 
standard.

As mentioned earlier, servicing a watch is difficult, complex, and time-consuming (if you’ll 
pardon the pun). It takes decades of experience to even be considered competent, and it 
would be very easy without that experience for things to go catastrophically wrong. But it’s 
because of that level of experience that any watchmaker takes a great deal of pride in their 
work. Every watch we service, we’re drawing upon years and years of learning and practice 
and knowledge. It’s a matter of pride that we service a watch to the highest standard we’re 
able to achieve.

It’s difficult, but fortunately not too difficult to explain.
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WATCHES OF INTEREST



It can be difficult doing research on vintage Omega watches, as for the most part, Omega 
like to reinforce their status as the First Watch on the Moon, almost ignoring or glossing over 
the history that came before 1969. In all fairness, this is quite the claim to fame, and speaks 
volumes about the company’s reliability and craftsmanship – it was good enough for NASA, 
after all.

But Omega was founded in 1848. That’s 121 years of horology until the moon landing – 
during which Omega established themselves as the Swiss watch, with a reputation for high-
quality innovation as well as a strong sense of aesthetics, winning a Grand Prize in 1900 
at the Paris Universal Exposition. In that same year, they became the first Swiss company to 
commercialize wristwatches.

At first, wristwatches were only made for women – and even then, as more of a luxury than as 
a purely functional item – but necessity warranted a change in attitudes with the First World 
War (or what the Omega Museum calls the ‘geopolitical and economic turmoil of the early 
20th century’). Many Swiss watch companies prospered, producing watches for the military 
during this time. Omega developed a name for itself with high-precision pilot’s watches.

In 1948, to coincide with their 100th anniversary, Omega created the Seamaster, a watch for 
‘town, sea and country’. The key innovation in this new line of watches was the rubber O-ring 
gasket – until the Seamaster, gaskets were usually made of lead, or resin. However, these 
materials were liable to fail when exposed to changes in temperature. The rubber gasket was 
a relatively new type that had been used in submarines during the Second World War, and 
Omega adapted it for use in their cases.

The Constellation was launched in 1952, available in steel or gold. The range also included 
the Constellation Deluxe – only available in gold with gold indexes on the dial – and finally the 
Constellation Grand Luxe, which was available in gold and platinum, with a corresponding 
dial, brick link bracelet, and solid silver presentation box. In America, the line was originally 
named the ‘Globemaster’ due to an issue with copyright – though this was resolved in 1956.

Omega revels in its heritage, and justifiably so. But that heritage almost seems to have a 
cut-off point, with history beyond that date much less worthy of celebration. That date is, of 
course, is the 20th of July 1969 – a casual perusal of Omega’s marketing offers up dozens of 
images of astronauts, the Earth from space, and the words ‘First Watch on the Moon’.

As mentioned earlier, it’s quite the claim to fame. But there’s nothing wrong with looking back 

Omega, Before the Moon





a little further, especially when the thing you’re looking back at is such a marvel.

After the Quartz Revolution in the 70’s and early 80’s, Omega, like the rest of the Swiss 
watchmaking industry, chose to remain focused on traditional mechanical watches. Most of the 
world's watch production shifted to Asian companies that embraced the new technology. There 
even came a point in the 1980’s when Seiko expressed interest in buying Omega, though 
nothing came of the talks.

Things have a way of moving in arcs, though. Now, quartz wristwatches are in decline, since 
the primary method of telling the time for the average person is to check their phone. Watches, 
in general, are more of a luxury than a purely functional item, which means affordability isn’t 
the priority it once was.

A mechanical watch is like a tiny engine strapped to your wrist. Say a brand new one is 
running fine, that’s fair enough – you expect that. But if you come across one in perfect 
working condition, good as new… from the 1950’s? It’s obvious that this particular engine has 
been made to a very high standard. The technology inside the case of a modern mechanical 
watch is the same technology as inside a vintage one, but often the vintage movement will be 
made to a much more durable standard.

This is why vintage watches retain their value. If kept in good condition, there’s very little that 
can decrease their worth; mechanical watches are, in a way, 

immune to obsolescence. Cheap digital watches were rendered 
obsolete by mobile telephones, but there are no bleeding-
edge developments that will shake up the world of mechanical 
movements anymore.

Omega still make Seamasters and Constellations, 
even if they’ve been redesigned. They might not 
talk explicitly about very much from before the 
moon landing, but there’s a reason they still use 
the names. It’s a way of evoking that sense of 
reliability, of craftsmanship. It says, ‘these new 
watches are made to the same standard as the 
vintage ones’.

But if you look at it another way, that’s just more 
endorsement of the originals.





There’s a certain prestige that comes with owning a luxury 
watch. If you’re checking out a blog about luxury watches, 
chances are you already know this. There’s a culture to it.
Of course, some luxury watches are more… luxurious than 
others. The kind of watches that mark you as part of a very 
exclusive club. Today’s watch is one of those.

At the end of the 19th century, Patek Philippe struck up a 
relationship with Carlos Gondolo and his partner, Paulo 
Labouriau; watch dealers in Rio de Janeiro. When the 
relationship ended in 1927, around one-third of Patek 
Philippe’s entire production had been sold through them – 
watches made specifically for them and their customers. Enter the Gondolo Gang.

These fine gentlemen, hats emblazoned with the word ‘PATEK’ like some pre-Nike baseball cap, were 
members of the Gondolo Gang, the most prestigious and exclusive watch collecting club of the century.

Gondolo & Labouriau devised a genius method of attracting members to the club, all the while helping 
fund its propensity for fine food and finer drinks. Each member would buy a pocket watch featuring 
the celebrated Chronometro Gondolo – a calibre specially created for Gondolo and found in no other 

The Gondolo & Labouriau 
Weekly Lottery



Patek Philippe timepiece – priced at 790 Swiss francs. They’d pay 10 francs a week, and after 79 weeks 
they’d get their watch.

790 Swiss francs today is about £639 – if we adjust that for inflation from 1925, it’s about £35,650. 
Obviously, this number isn’t really very accurate (we’re horologists here, not financial analysts) but it 
does give you an idea of the kind of money we’re dealing with.

The reason this method can be called genius is down to Gondolo & Labouriau’s weekly lottery. One 
lucky member of the Gondolo Gang would have 
his name picked at random – probably pulled 
out of a hat that said ‘PATEK’ on it – and he’d 
receive his watch early. So the first name only 
had to pay a tenner. The second winner, 20 
francs. And so on, and so forth, until 79 weeks 
had passed, leaving those of the 180 members 
whose names weren’t picked to pay off their 
watches in full.

Besides being a huge success with businessmen, 
who found this method of buying by 
lottery amusing – and also a clever way of 
circumventing laws regarding gambling at the 
time – the club enabled the Brazilian distributor 
to sell 180 Patek Philippe timepieces in less than 
two years, which is no mean feat.

Patek Philippe never produced other watches 
with gold trains of wheels. The Gondolo watches 
are scarce, and unlike any others in the world; 
every one of them is part of a rich history that 
marks them as some of the finest watches ever 
made. We’d say that history could excuse a silly 
hat or two.



Before we can talk about the Memosail, there’s a few things 
we should cover about Yacht racing.

Since a yacht relies upon the wind for propulsion, 
beginning a race can be something of a challenge – you 
can’t very well line up all the boats and start the wind up 
after a short countdown. A yacht is already moving at 
speed when it crosses the starting line. The trick is to reach 
that line just as the race begins.

An ideal piece of kit to have, then, is some sort of on-board 
countdown – allowing you to pace your sailing properly 
and begin the race without being penalized. This is where 
the Yacht Timer comes in.

Also known as a Regatta Watch or Sailing Chronograph, 
a Yacht Timer is designed to count down to the start of a 
race (as well as, you know, telling the time). While there 
are a lot of well-known watches with racing pedigrees in 
motorsport – we’ve talked a little about that here previously 
– there just isn’t the same level of awareness around Yacht 
Timers, save for the Rolex Yacht-Master II, and perhaps the 
Heuer Regatta.

In 1972, Valjoux SA filed a patent for a ‘Pièce d’horlogerie 
à mécanisme de chronographe’ – a ‘Timepiece with 
Chronograph Mechanism’ – which became the Memosail.

The V.I.P Memosail and How 
to Start a Yacht Race



Of course, this being a 
vintage watch makes it 
difficult to imagine taking it 
out on the water for a race 
in 2017 – especially with 
quartz movements and digital 
smartwatches out there. But 
then, not everyone who wears 
a Heuer Monaco is racing 
in motorsport – you wear a 
watch like this because you 
appreciate the craftsmanship 
and the history behind it.

The Regatta function uses a rotating indicator disk 
below the dial to display the countdown. Once 
the pusher at 2 o’clock is pressed, the orange 
sweep hand begins to move, and the disk moves 
anti-clockwise, changing the display in the dial’s 
aperture from yellow (10-9-8-7-6), to red (5-4-3-2-
1), and finally to green (S-T-A-R-T).

The original Memosail cases were round, and 
made of chrome-plated brass (though with a 
stainless steel caseback). Eventually the Memosail 
was refined upon, and moved to squared cases 
made completely of stainless steel, eventually 
becoming the V.I.P Memosail. The Valjoux 7737 
calibre inside is a modification of the Valjoux 7733, 
made specifically for the Memosail.



TAG Heuer’s history is intrinsically 
linked with Motorsport. A good 
deal of the company’s early 
success can be attributed to their 
innovations in timepieces for 
racing: the first ever dashboard 
chronograph, or the world’s 
first stopwatch with a precision 
of 1/100 seconds, Heuer’s 
Mikrograph. Following these 
successes, Heuer created the 
Autavia, which was used as the 
official stopwatch of the Olympic 
Games for several years.

Heuer established itself as a maker 
of robust, sport-capable watches.

The Monaco is very much a 
product of this image. Toward 
the end of the 60’s, Heuer 
were pushing themselves to create the first 
automatic chronograph movement – the 
Chronomatic Calibre 11. The plan was to put 
this movement in a Carrera model, which was 
Heuer’s best known wristwatch at the time.

However, the Carrera case was too thin 
to house the new movement without 
substantial changes to the watch’s case. 
Heuer considered using the Calibre 
11 in an Autavia, then, but were 
approached by Erwin Piquerez with a freshly-
patented design on the first ever waterproof 
square case (a feat achieved with tension-

The Heuer Monaco and the King of Cool







creating notches on the caseback).

This led to the creation of the Monaco, 
initially available with blue or grey dials, 
the world’s first ever waterproof automatic 
chronograph in a square case. The watch’s 
crown was on the 9 O’clock side of the case, 
to remind wearers that it didn’t need winding. 
It was sold for $200.

But the thing is, innovative design and 
craftsmanship aren’t enough to guarantee a 
place in history, even for something as iconic 
as the Heuer Monaco. Technological firsts are 
interesting, but not exactly cool.

The 1971 film Le Mans, starring the King 
of Cool himself, Steve McQueen, is a major 
factor in the Monaco’s legacy. McQueen 
played Le Mans racing driver Michael 
Delaney, and though the film found little 
contemporary success, it gained something 
of a cult following in later years. While not 
exactly a masterwork of filmmaking, it’s an 
excellent sort of time-capsule for motorsport 
in the 1970’s, remembered fondly for its 
accuracy.

And accuracy was something McQueen 
strived for. Speaking with his friend, Grand 
Prix champion and TAG Heuer ambassador 
Jo Siffert, McQueen persuaded him to offer 
up his racing suit – the now iconic white suit 
with Gulf Oil’s colours and ‘Chronograph 
HEUER’ on the breast. To complete the 
ensemble, McQueen decided to pick out a 
Heuer watch, and being the counterculture 
hero he was, immediately went for the 

Monaco’s unique design.

TAG Heuer still use stills from the film in their 
advertising today, stating that ‘the blue-
faced watch and the blue-eyed actor have 
been linked ever since, a timeless ode to 
TAG Heuer’s “don’t crack under pressure” 
attitude.’ The Monaco has been revisited and 
re-released since its debut, with TAG Heuer 
even releasing the Monaco Classic in 2009, 
which featured listed Calibre 11 movements, 
just like the original.

The Monaco is Steve McQueen’s watch. 
That’s how people describe it, even now.

No doubt, the Monaco will continue to be 
in high demand, as long as Steve McQueen 
continues to be a legend, and as long as 
we still appreciate brilliantly-made watches. 
The Monaco is a product of both of those 
concepts; a stellar example of how both style 
and innovation are required to stand the test 
of time. And as a result, it’s arguably the 
coolest watch ever made.





If you’re a Motorsport aficionado, you’re going to want a watch with racing heritage. It goes 
without saying. But which watch? The first that comes to mind might be a Heuer Monaco; after 
all, it has that connection to the Le Mans. ‘That's a movie though,’ you think. ‘What about real 
motorsport?’ A Rolex Daytona, or an Omega Speedmaster? ‘They're a little obvious,’ you say, 
because you're notoriously difficult to please. How about, then, the watch worn by the winner 
of the first ever World Rally Championship?

The Roamer Stingray Chronograph isn’t a watch you hear 
talked about every day, but it’s perhaps the watch with 
the strongest racing pedigree. Björn Waldegård, winner 
of the inaugural World Rally Championship for Drivers 
in 1969, wore this chronograph while he raced, 
making the Stingray the first watch to ever pass the 
Rally Championship finish line. Waldegård was even 
featured in an advert for the Stingray.

Roamer began making watches in 1904, often winning 
medals for their new movements at world fairs. Their 
reputation for high-quality movements came to a 
head with the creation of the celebrated Valjoux 72, 
a movement that ended up being used in a variety 
of chronographs from other watchmakers. Some 
highlights include the Rolex Daytona, the Breitling 
Navitimer, and Heuer's Carrera, Autavia, and Camaro.

The movement was advertised as having 'Everything 
you need, and nothing you don't', which describes the 
Valjoux 72 to a tee. That said, sometimes a watch has features 
you might not need, per se, but you definitely want. For this, 
the Valjoux 72 evolved - becoming, say, the Valjoux 72C 
for Heuer's triple calendar chronograph ref. 2543. With a 
calendar and moonphase, it's the 88. Or with a GMT complication, it became the 724. The 
Valjoux 721 will give you tide times. The 720 is almost the same, but with a flyback function.

The Valjoux 72 remains a classic piece of design, and the Roamer Stingray a unique watch 
with a high-quality build and fantastic ties to motorsports. It's not as big a name perhaps as 
your Monacos or your Daytonas, but it's got just as much quality and history - if not more.

The Roamer Stingray and Valjoux 72



Rolex was founded in London in 1905 as 
‘Wilsdorf & Davis’, before adopting the 
company name Rolex in 1915 and moving 
to Geneva four years after that. The name 
was chosen for its easy pronunciation in any 
language; its symmetry and brevity allowed it 
to fit easily on the dial of a watch.

1926 saw the creation of the first ever 
waterproof wristwatch, Rolex’s Oyster. A year 
later, professional swimmer Mercedes Gleitze 
wore a Rolex Oyster as she swam the English 
channel – a 10 hour feat of endurance that 
doubled as a great endorsement for the 
quality of Rolex’s cases.

Despite being a relatively young company 
when compared to other Swiss watchmakers 
like Patek Philippe, Audemars Piguet, or 
Vacheron, Rolex pioneered a good few 
industry standards – the aforementioned 
waterproof cases, yes, but also the first watch 
with an automatically changing date (the 
Datejust), and the first watch to show more 
than one time zone (the GMT Master).

Rolex were keen to break new ground 
whenever possible. Aware that their watches 
could function both as elegant, formal 
timepieces and rugged, reliable tools, 
founder/president Hans Wildorf was on 
the lookout for new ways of expressing this 
versatility. A diver's watch was a perfect 
example.

The idea came from a director at the 
company, Rene P. Jeanneret, who outside 

of his work for Rolex was an avid deep-sea 
diver. His suggestion was a new design that 
could be worn as a classy, everyday watch, 
whilst also able to function during a deep 
dive. Thus, Rolex unveiled the Submariner 
in 1953, the same year they released the 
Explorer to celebrate the ascent of Mt. 
Everest.

The original Submariners are somewhat 
different from the Submariner that’s 
recognisable today. They featured straight, 
pencil-style hands as opposed to the 
distinctive hands in the modern version of the 
watch, and very few – if any – featured the 
name ‘Submariner’ on the dial. It isn’t certain 
as to why this was – as Rolex definitely refers 
to these models as Submariners in their 
promotional materials – but it’s thought that 
there was an issue with copyright at the time.

Despite these differences between the 
modern style and the very first versions, most 
features have been consistent: the distinctive 
dial with large luminescent hour markers, 
graduated rotatable bezel, and since 1954 
the distinctive ‘Mercedes’ hands became 
standard. The bezel can only be rotated in 
a counter-clockwise direction, which ensures 
a diver’s safety in the case of accidental 
manipulation underwater, since time cannot 
be added to the measure of their air reserve, 
only removed. In the worst-case scenario, the 
diver surfaces a little early, and is eaten by a 
shark.

The Submariner, In Depth







In the same way the original Oyster case 
had a widely-publicized test in the water, 
Rolex would again prove the quality of their 
manufacturing when Professor Piccard’s 
bathyscaphe, the Trieste, 
dove 35,800 feet to the 
bottom of the Marianas 
Trench. Attached to the hull 
of the Trieste was a specially 
made Rolex case – which 
emerged unscathed and 
keeping perfect time after 
the dive, despite having 
been subjected to over 
seven tonnes of pressure. 
Rolex used what they 
learned from this to improve 
the Submariner over the 
following years.

Notable in regard to the original Rolex 
Submariner is the original Tudor Submariner. 
For those unfamiliar, Tudor was founded 
by Rolex’s Hans Wilsdorf as a daughter 
company to Rolex. The intent was for Tudor 
watches to be more affordable, but with the 
same high-quality production as a Rolex 
watch.

There’s a tendency to look at the Tudor brand 
as inferior, the ‘poor man’s Rolex’; but in 
actuality – and especially in early examples 
– there are a lot of cases where the only 
difference between a Rolex and a Tudor is the 
logo on the dial.

The Tudor Submariner was introduced in 
1954, a year after Rolex’s version. 

Early versions of the watch had very short 
production runs – typically a year or even 

less. In the case of the 
Tudor Submariner ref. 
7923, it became so 
rare that few collectors 
even believed it to 
exist – calling it at best 
a prototype, and at 
worst a ‘Frankenwatch’, 
cobbled together 
from other models. 
Some of this disbelief 
perhaps came from the 

7923 being manual-wind rather than 
automatic, setting it apart from other 
Submariners.

Something you might note, hearing this, 
is that a Tudor has the same collectable status 
as the different Rolex offerings – among more 
seasoned collectors, at least. It’s easy to forget 
that Rolex’s prestige arose not just because of 
the brand name existing as a status symbol, 
but because the quality of their watches was 
top of the line. The same could be said of 
Tudor’s quality – only without that brand 
name sat on the dial.

Rolex calls the Submariner ‘the archetype 
of the Diver’s watch’. This title, then, must 
also belong to the Tudor versions. Sure, 
Rolex might be the king of the Submariner – 
complete with a crown and everything – but 
it’s difficult to make out the name on the dial 
when you’re 1,000 feet below sea level.





MOTORSPORT





It’s never surprising to hear that a watchmaker is interested in Motorsport. There’s a great deal 
of crossover between them - a lot of the principles that go into a well-made watch can also be 
applied to a well-made engine.

We sponsor our local Motorsports team; RLR Msport. Their operations are diverse, including 
an entry in the European Le Mans series, and it’s thrilling to see our logo on the car when they 
race. Plus, we get to go behind the scenes - a Ligier LMP3 is a brilliant prop for watch photos.

Our Passion for Motorsport













DATING YOUR WATCH



Year

2010-present
2009-2010
2008-2009
2007-2009
2006-2008
2005-2006
2004-2005
2002-2004
2001-2003
2000-2001
1998-2000
1997-1998
1996-1998
1995-1998
1993 3/4
1992 1/4
1991 3/4
1991 1/2
1991 1/4
1990 1/2
1990
1989

Serial

Random
G000,001
V000,001
M000,001
Z000,001
D000,001
F000,001
Y000,001
K000,001
P000,004
A000,002
U000,001
T000,001
W000,001
S000,001
C000,001
N000,001
X000,001
E 999,999
E 000,001
L 999,999
L 000,001

Serial

R 999,999
R 000,000
9,999,999
9,760,000
9,300,000
8,814,000
8,338,000
7,860,000
7,366,000
6,910,000
6,430,000
5,959,000
5,481,000
5,005,000
4,535,000
4,265,000
4,000,000
3,741,000
3,478,000
3,215,000
2,952,000
2,689,000
2,426,000

Serial

2,164,000
1,870,000
1,791,000
1,713,000
1,635,000
1,557,000
1,485,000
1,401,000
1,323,000
1,245,000
1,167,000
1,095,000
1,010,000
935,000
869,000
804,000
735,000
372,000
608,000
543,000
478,000
413,000
348,000

Year

1967
1966
1965
1964
1963
1962
1961
1960
1959
1958
1957
1956
1955
1954
1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
1948
1947
1946
1945

Year

1988
1987 1/2
1987 1/2
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979
1978
1977
1976
1975
1974
1973
1972
1971
1970
1969
1968

Dating your Rolex



Dating your Omega

Year

1970
1970 
1969
1968
1967
1966
1965
1964
1963
1962
1961
1960
1958
1956
1954
1952
1950
1947
1944

Year

1998
1995
1993
1991
Not Used
1989
1986
1985
1984
1982
1980
1979
1978
1977
1975
1974
1973
1972
1971

Serial

32,000,000
29,000,000
28,000,000
26,000,000
25,000,000
23,000,000
22,000,000
21,000,000
20,000,000
19,000,000
18,000,000
17,000,000
16,000,000
15,000,000
14,000,000
13,500,000
12,000,000
11,000,000
10,000,000

Serial

56,000,000
55,000,000
54,000,000
53,000,000
52M
51,000,000
49-50,000,000
48,000,000
46,000,000
45,000,000
44,000,000
42,000,000
41,000,000
40,000,000
39,000,000
38,000,000
36,000,000
34,000,000
33,000,000



For Repairs:
www.ianwalsh-watchmaking.com

Email: info@ian-walsh.co.uk

Telephone: 01254 873399

For Sales:
www.watchesoflancashire.com

Email: info@watchesoflancashire.com

Telephone: 01254 873399

06 The Green, Darwen, Lancashire, BB3 1PW.

We are only open by appointment - please let us know in advance if you wish to visit.

Contact
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